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dealing with the relations between Drake and Don
Pedro Vique.    "Divers courtesies passed between us
and the Spaniards, as feasting and using them with all
kindness and favour." The authorities having returned
to the city and many of the population, too, in response
to a threat from Drake to burn it otherwise, it is dif-
ficult to reconcile the above statement with the fact
that Drake was coolly proposing to loot the last possible
ducat from the place.    "This town we touched in the
out parts and consumed much with fire, as we had done
San Domingo, upon discontentments and for want of
agreeing with us in their first treaties touching their
ransom; which at the last was concluded between us
should be one hundred and ten thousand ducats for
that which was yet standing the ducat valued at five
shillings and sixpence sterling."    It would have been
instructive if Biggs, or his successor, had been more
explicit concerning the kindness and courtesies of the
English buccaneer.    Drake had long since abandoned
any pretense that he was making legal war upon Spain.
It may be doubted whether he had any clear conception
of international usage at any time.   It may be doubted
further, whether, had a frigate arrived from England
with explicit orders from the Queen to abandon his
cruise of conquest and rapine, and to return home, he
would have complied.    The line between Drake and
Frobisher,   with   twenty-five   privateers,    and   some
truculent and bankrupt west country sea-captain ravag-
ing the coasters between Bilboa and Corunnia, is not
always easy to make out clearly.1   On neither side was
there pretense at Cartagena,    Don Pedro had had
notice of the English fleet and all the treasure in the
city had been removed and hidden up-country.   Drake
proposed to get all he could of it; but his men were still
sick of the plague, and the mosquitoes which rose in
1One seems to have been "reprisals"; the other "an unfriendly act."